Parrotfishes routinely form large schools close to the substrate while foraging, migrating or spawning (Johannes 1981) . On 30th May 2010 at French Frigate Shoals atoll (N 23.63601, W 166.17235), northwestern Hawaiian Islands, we observed a school of bullethead parrotfish (Chlorurus sordidus) swimming at the surface in a depth of 40 m (Fig. 1a, b) . The parrotfish were initially sighted at 1355 h and swam at the surface until 1410 h when the entire school descended to the reef at a depth of 20 m. The school was 3-4 m in diameter and consisted of approximately 800 individuals ranging in size from 15 to 25 cm total length. Most fish displayed pale, initial-phase coloration, but two terminal-phase individuals were also sighted swimming in the school (Fig. 1c) . The school was easily approached by an 8-m boat and made no attempt to flee or alter course. Predators were abundant in the area of observation, with numerous large (87-121 cm Fork Length) giant trevally (Caranx ignobilis) seen within 200 m of the parrotfish, but none observed attacking the school. The only predators observed foraging on the school were six Great Frigate birds (Fregata minor palmerstoni), of which one was seen capturing a fish.

